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The Impact of the Economic liberalization Policy on the Cropping
pattern and Economic Efficiency of the most important
cereal crops in Sohag Governorate

Yaser Abdel-Hamed Diab” Mmdouh E. Mahmoud™

Summary

In the med of eighth decade the government took steps to implement a policy of
economic liberalization and the transition from central planning to indicative planning
approach, and the farmer became a free to crop determined by its own calculations and
technical conditions surrounding him without force or obligation of the government.

The economic liberalization policy aims to create an appropriate climate for
market forces interaction, and remove all the government restrictions. As the current
agricultural policy aims to maximize the share of of the agricultural sector in the
economy and to maximize the private sector's role in leading the development process
and achieve economic and social development through the optimum use of agricultural
resources available and to leave economic decisions regarding production, pricing and
marketing of agricultural product in accordance with the mechanisms of supply and
demand power, which is the key driver behind the production decisions.

Problem of the study and its objectives:
The disruption of relations between production and consumption of the most food
commodities in Egypt considered the main problem of the study, Especially the main
cereal crops this happened as a result of acting the farmers freely and cultivate different
from what is planned in the government policies in Cropping pattern .Which create an
increase in the problem of food shortages in Egypt due to low productivity and
economic efficiency in the use of land resources available.
The main objective of this study is to compare the actual Cropping pattern with the
planned one in Sohag governorate during the average period (2006-2008) to determine
the percentage of deviation between the two pattern, and to analysis some aspects of
production and economics efficiency of the most important cereal crops in the
governorate o of Sohag, and to achieve that goal it was necessary to the completion of
some sub-goals, namely:
- Identify the impact of the economic liberalization policy on the Cropping pattern
of Sohag Governorate.
- Compare the actual Cropping pattern with the planned one.
- Assessment some indicators of productivity and economic efficiency for the
most important cereal crops in Sohag.
- Identify the most of the production problems facing farmers of cereal crops.

* Agric. Econ. Department, Assiut University Egypt.
™ Agric. Econ. Res. Instit- Agric. Res. Center, Dokki, Egypt
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Research method and data sources

- Preliminary data for a field study, which was collected through the questionnaire
for the cultivation of personal multi-stage random sample.

Secondary data published and unpublished bulletins issued by the Agricultural
Economics, Economic Affairs Sector of the Ministry of Agriculture and Land
Reclamation, as well as unpublished data from the records of the Department of
Statistics, the agricultural cycle, orchards, and the Department of Agriculture
Directorate of agricultural legislation in Sohag in addition to the references and
scientific studies related to the subject of study.

- This study depended on the quantitative and qualitative analysis, in addition of
some production and economic efficiency indictors’

The findings of the study:

- An Increase in the crops cultivated area such as wheat, onions, corn, peanuts,
sugar cane and other crops and vegetables after a liberation.

- An increase in some areas of grain crops in the cropping pattern Compared with
the planned pattern, increasing the area of wheat, maize and sorghum by about
11.35% and 20.49% and 19.92% when compared to the target area.

- Akhmim Center has achieved the Highest production and economic efficiency
in the three crops investigated compared with the other two centers Tama and
Saqulta.




